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The Fierce Green Fire
A Newsletter of the Wofford College Environmental Studies Program

Congratulations to
Savannah Paige
Murray, this year’s
John W. Harrington
Award recipient!

Volume 5, Issue 23
2015 Harrington Award Given at Honors Convocation
“To see a world in a grain of sand, and a Heaven
in a wildflower,
Hold Infinity in the palm of your hand, And
Eternity in an hour.”
John W. Harrington, beloved Professor
of Geology at Wofford for almost 20 years,
loved this passage by William Blake and
made it come alive for his students year
after year, as he introduced them to the
wondrous dynamic world of the deep past
and shimmering present. Professor
Harrington’s style of promoting curiosity in
the field and delighting in the challenge of
interpreting observations is a guiding force
of the Environmental Studies Program that
is part of his legacy. Concepts like the
“wasness of the is,” the “cone of vision,”
and the “four critical aspects” with its
questions of “what, which, where, and
how?” provide a tool kit necessary to fully
understanding an environmental situation.
The comparative and holistic use of
humanities, sciences, and social sciences
perspectives provides the liberal arts context
in which these tools are used to define,
understand, and seek solutions to modern
environmental problems. One of John
Harrington’s intellectual heroes was
geologist Charles Lyell whose dictum was
“trust reason not authority.” John
encouraged, valued and rewarded personal
insights and creative reasoning in his

Professor Lane’s environmental writing class
ventured out to the Upper Shoals in Glendale for an
afternoon of kayaking this week.

students. This award in his honor continues
that tradition.
The Harrington Award is given by the
Environmental Studies Program to the
graduating senior who embodies John
Harrington’s curiosity, creativity and
excitement for field learning, while
exhibiting high academic achievement,
scholarly promise, and intellectual and
moral integrity.
This year’s Harrington award goes to
Savannah Paige Murray. Savannah Paige is
a great environmental scholar. She joined us
late in her career, taking ENVS 101 as a
junior, but the 101 experience propelled her
through the department like a kayak down a
rapid. She served as one of our Goodall
Environmental Outreach Interns, connecting
people to this special place and creating
events like the Appalachian Soul weekend.
For her capstone project, Savannah Paige
combined her academic talents with her
great energy to produce a formidable work of
environmental history, showing how
scientific and ecological approaches to
forestry began in the Blue Ridge. She will
surely continue to grow her legend when she
begins a fellowship with the Appalachian
Journal as part of a master’s program at the
Center for Appalachian Studies at
Appalachian State University in the fall.
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The 2nd Hammock-a-thon was a big hit at
Glendale Shoals this past Sunday!

Upcoming Events and Opportunities
Ongoing

Longleaf Alliance Summer Internship: LLA is looking for a rising junior or senior to be
a social media intern this summer. This is a paid internship in Alabama. Submit
resume and cover letter to Rebecca Parker, assistant director in The Space,
parkerrm@wofford.edu.

Ongoing

The Grassroots Jobsource at Orion Magazine connects the green leaders of tomorrow with good
work today. Visit http://jobs.orionmagazine.org/ for job postings.

Visit our www.thinkinglikeariver.com website!

PROFILE OF THE WEEK:
University of Glasgow – Environment, Culture, & Communications
The University of Glasgow, Dumfries Campus, in
Scotland offers a MLitt, Master of Letters (or
Literature) in Environment, Culture, and
Communication. The program is “concerned with
the relationships we hold with our ‘wild’
environments, and how these evolved.”
The program boasts that it is at the cutting edge of
this developing subject of ecocriticism and green
studies. “It is among the first in the world to blend
disciplines in order to better understand
environmental issues from multiple perspectives.”
They emphasize a small-group teaching

environment with individualized support from the
academic staff, programs with speakers from
relevant fields and publications, and opportunities
to submit work with environmental publishers.
The program can be completed in 12-months as
a full-time student or 24-months as a part-time
student. Visit their website for information on this
and other postgraduate programs in the
environmental field:
http://www.gla.ac.uk/postgraduate/taught/environmentcult
urecommunication/

